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JERSEY FILM SOCIETY IN ITS 70th YEAR
We celebrate our 70th anniversary on 11 December
2017 and over the years we have screened some 790
feature films. “Casablanca” tops the poll, having twice
filled the theatre. It will be shown again this September
at a special outdoor event in a local park.

SOCIETIES REVEAL FUTURE SCREENINGS
Following an invitation in the last eNewsletter, eighteen
Societies have written in and told us about their
screening plans for the immediate future. At least 5
other societies made contact to say that they had not
finalised their programme. I assume that societies who
have a membership system are quicker oﬀ the mark
with finalising their program. Thanks to all those who
have made contact on this subject.

In the picture, l-r, are some past Preidents, John
Christensen, Len Perkins a founder member and the
longest-serving committee member at the date of
photo (1997), Carrel & Thelwell.

The overall results of the survey show that Societies
have both some measure of agreement with what they
will screen but also retain a degree of individualism.
Eighteen of our members took part and 106 diﬀerent
films were named.
After the Occupation times were very hard but by 1947 The five most popular choices were
those who remained of the thwarted, 1938 Group
‘The Olive Tree’ chosen 9 times
decided to start again. The main mover was F de L Bois, ‘I, Daniel Blake’
8 times
known as L isle Bois; he was President from 1947 - 1972. ‘The Eagle Huntress’
7 times
The current Preseident, from 2007, is Geoﬀ Coppock.
‘Manchester by the Sea’ 7 times
Despite the presence of several cinemas in the Island,
‘A United Kingdom’
6 times
the Society grew rapidly through the late 1940s and
early 1950s and in 1952 membership peaked at 584, a
Interestingly, 72 films were chosen only once, many fell
total we have never been able to match. Today’s figure into the category of being newly released or about
stands at 195 – still pretty good in view of all the
three years ago. in addition, there were six of the
competition from TV, Netflix, Cineworld, etc.
eighteen societies where at least half their films were
only chosen by themselves and no other society.
Although the first few screenings took place in Cafe
Please continue to send in your films for next season, I
Bleu, a long-gone building attached to West's Cinema, know many Societies will be making their final choices
West's was not our regular venue for many years, using in July and August.
a variety of other venues instead. The raking of a
Bernard
proper cinema was a great boon. West’s, once a very
imposing building, including a skylight, had suﬀered
many years of neglect by the time we moved in. In
1972 the owners decided to undertake some building
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works and so we moved to the nearby Odeon Cinema,
KILMERSDON - THE REEL PEOPLE
where we stayed for the next 7 years. The current venue
is Jersey Arts Centre.

AUTUMN VIEWING SESSION

Reeling in the First 20 years
In 1992 the newly built village hall in Kilmersdon was
keen to encourage community events. They sent a
questionnaire to every house-hold in the parish with
suggestions of activities for the hall and asking
villagers to vote. ‘Showing films in the hall’ polled the
second highest vote - after an art group! Paul
Schilling (Chairman of the South West British
Federation of Film Societies SWBFFS, as it was) put on
a taster film ‘Shine’ in a room above the pub and 46
people came along – Paul donated the £40 from the
show – and oﬀ we headed.
Reflecting on the early days, 20 years ago, we had a
youthful optimism, believing that being enthusiastic
about film and with a great committee of like-minded
people, we could be successful. To start with, the
absence of a projector meant we had to borrow
several 16 mm projectors and a screen from a
gardener’s club at the hall – I don’t know how we did
it!
Our aim was to get 50 members and show 8 films in
the first season as we had been advised this would be
a minimum number to make our project viable – we
were disappointed when we only got to 48. We made
the conscious decision not to call ourselves a film
society – opting for reel people because it didn’t
sound so geographically exclusive.
There is something undeniably magical about cinema
– but we soon discovered it was more than showing a
film that made our evenings successful. We built reel
people together and we had fun. We like to think we
pioneered food themed film events. We put on
Sunday afternoon films for children – and after the
first couple of films we no longer had to bribe the
children from the play park outside to come in! Our
success was due to the dedicated and hard working
people who helped and the audience who were so
wonderfully supportive.
We had joined the SWBFFS and before our first film
season I thought it would be helpful to phone another
‘society’ to see if they had any top tips. I chose
Dartmouth because I liked their programme but
ironically they had just shown the film ‘Jaws’ on the
beach to a huge audience – their success was
something to aspire to! We had our first outdoor film 3
years later in September 2000, under the stars with a
giant screen strapped to the side of the village hall.
Reel People continued overleaf

30th Season for Cinema at the Warehouse

This is Cinema at the Warehouse's Thirtieth
season and we are celebrating our birthday with a
showing of Babette's Feast, a film we showed 30
year's ago on reel to reel of course. We are
showing it in December as our Christmas special
along with a celebratory drink and nibble. We are
lucky to have a fine venue, raked cinema seating
and central location in Ilminster. Our membership
of about 220 has been stable for many years,
which has enabled us to keep our fees for 12
screenings (£24 pp) low.
www.cinemaatthewarehouse.co.uk
We are also proud to support Ilminster's local film
making charity, ‘Purple Field Productions’ by
showing their latest films. If any other societies
would like to become a PFP Screen Friend,
contact Rob Rainbow.

April 2004 - An audience of 145 ‘Reel People’
packed into the Village Hall for 'Whale Rider'

Reel People celebrating their second FSOY win in
2004 at NFT - left to right Tony Matthews, Maggie
Horrill, Sarah Fowler, Barry Fowler (Chair), Celebrity
Guest, Stuart Grant, Jane Lewis, Nicki Grant

Reel People continued
We sat in the field to watch ‘The Dish’, our good friend
George May and with his 35 mm ex Chinese army
projectors. The annual picnic and outdoor screening
was born with the addition of ‘themed’ dressing up, live
music pre-film and an audience that eventually grew to
600 people by the final outdoor show in 2009.
A major milestone for us was getting our own
projection equipment. We had been using a 35 mm
projector we purchased from Strode Theatre in 1999.
We won Best Film Society in our third season in 2000
and again in 2004. We used that success to match fund
grant applications to purchase digital projection
equipment for £26,000 which transformed our village
hall with our giant screen, 5 channel surround sound
and quality digital projection.
In 2013, Reel people moved out of the village to a large,
raked seated theatre venue in the local secondary
school with easy parking, 3 of 53 of 5a projection booth
– and comfy seats! It continues to oﬀer a great
selection of films. This year is the twentieth year of Reel
People and I am delighted to say that it continues to
enjoy great success! Films are still screened
occasionally in the village hall as our ‘mother’
organization we call ‘Filmersdon’.
On behalf of all the Reelers from the last 20 years –
Happy Birthday Reel People !

‘The Regent’ at Lyme Regis
Agreement has been reached with the insurers and
proceedings are continuing with other concerned
parties aboutthe future. It is thought that the front
facade (pictured) can be saved and restored. However,
the remainder of the building needs to be rebuilt
virtually from the ground up and then, of course, there
are the electrics and new equipment.
Lyme Regis Film Society will remain in the Marine

theatre for a second season and are hoping that the
cinema will have been rebuilt by September 2018.

Bradford on Avon Film Society were impressed by
the presentations on F-rating classification at the
Spring Viewings and the Committee has resolved
to include them in their printed programmes and
on the website., The Society endorses the
movement to recognise the contribution of female
film makers in an eﬀort to rectify the gender
imbalances in the film industry. The website is

WOMEN BEHIND THE CAMERA
“The studios were always reluctant to acknowledge women who were behind the camera. They claimed a man’s
name on the screen is always more impressive to the public.” – Marion Mack, who co-starred with Buster Keaton in
The General (1927), in a 1988 interview about her early career.
So, if we fast forward 90 years and despite some honourable exceptions (Dorothy Spencer was one of the editors of
Stagecoach in 1939, Ida Lupino directed some good low budget thrillers in the early 1950s, Diana Morgan was the
one woman in the Ealing ‘writers room’ and later worked on Emergency Ward 10, and so on), have things really
changed? Well, it’s probably fair to say that, in 2017, we can be a little more optimistic. Lone Scherfig has just
directed Gemma Arterton in Their Finest (based, at least in part, on the early career of Diana Morgan) and Sofia
Coppola’s The Beguiled has just been released in the UK.
Money (or, more specifically, profit) still talks loudest, of course, so the $750 million taken (so far) by Wonder Woman,
directed by Patty Jenkins (thereby becoming the first woman to direct a superhero movie), is likely to open some
very large doors. Indeed just announced by Eon productions, the controllers of the male god franchise James Bond,
is a new Stephanie Patrick franchise, to be inaugurated by an adaptation of the novel The Rhythm Section that will
star Blake Lively. And, if you still haven’t heard, the new Doctor Who will be played by Jodie Whittaker in
Broadchurch. Estimates are not yet available, as to how many male viewers might feel unable to tune in!
If you wish to consider the issue of gender balance when planning your film seasons, do make use of the three F
system pioneered here in the South West and now recognised internationally. David Johnson

NEWS FROM SHEFFIELD

CINEMA FOR ALL COMMUNITY CINEMA
CONFERENCE 2017

BOOK NOW FOR EARLY BIRD DISCOUNTS
Early Bird tickets are now on sale for the Conference
oﬀering weekend passes that give you access to; all the
film previews, masterclasses, workshops, the Film
Society of the Year Awards, and all that the event has to
oﬀer!

The Cinema for All team at the Sheﬃeld oﬃce are
gearing up for the event of the year – the Community
Cinema Conference to be held at the Showroom
Average ticket price for the whole weekend is just £75
Workstation and Sheﬃeld Hallam University on the 10 – (Early Bird Member rate) - all lunches, morning
12th November. You will already have received details refreshments and evening nibbles are included!
via Newsreel and email but Film South West is happy to
recommend the UK’s biggest gathering of film societies, Cinema for All have also introduced a new discounted
ticket for students and under 26s which is just £55 (Early
community cinemas, village screens and film clubs. In
Bird rate).
addition to the workshops, film previews and general
partying, there is the exciting centrepiece on the
Early bird ticket prices end 31 July. For more
Saturday evening - the annual Film Society of the Year
information and tickets, you can visit the Eventbrite
Awards celebrating and rewarding the hard work and
page here.
dedication of the volunteers bringing cinema to parts
that other distributors can’t or won’t reach.
Full details are on the Cinema for All website - http://
cinemaforall.org.uk/2017-community-cinemaconference-fsoy-awards/
FILM SOCIETY OF THE YEAR AWARDS – ENTER NOW!

In case you are daunted by the thought of a long and
expensive trip to Sheﬃeld, just remember that there are
travel bursaries and be encouraged by the experience
of Kat Smith and Lucy Smith of Lost in Film who
attended last year’s Conference. Kat wrote an excellent
blog on their impressions of the 2016 Conference and
thanking the Film Hub SWWM for their travel bursary
which had helped them with the 6-hour journey from
Lostwithiel – the blog is still available on the Hub
website and makes inspiring reading.
h"p://www.watershed.co.uk/ﬁlmhub/blog/cinema-for-allconference-2016

SW winners of FSOY - Reel People (Kilmersdon) 2001
and Catriona Stares, Ciné Guernsey 2007.

Applications are now open for the 2017 awards. To
apply, head to the Apply Now Section and download
the relevant forms. Send your entries to
awards@cinemaforall.org.uk by the deadline of 14
August.
The winners will be announced on 11th November at
the Showroom Cinema in Sheﬃeld. Tickets will be
available soon.
Last year, South West Societies
were shortlisted in two categories
in the Awards: Axbridge Roxy Film
Society were up for the Comunity
Award and Lost in Film entered
their Single Event presentation for
the Cornwall Film Festival of silent
films with a live jazz score; both
Societies won deserved
Commendations in their hotly
contested categories. Kat and
Lucy received their Commendation certificate from
Special Guest, Danny Leigh from BBC1’s film programme.
Film Society of the Year Awards continued on next page

Film Society of the Year Awards continued
The South West Group has a great record in the
competition, its Societies winning the top award, the
Engholm Prize for Film Society of the Year, eleven times in
its 40+ years history including uniquely, two wins for
Bradford-on-Avon and Reel People (Kilmersdon).
Over the years, SW Societies have also won countless
awards in the other competition categories, so please
consider joining this remarkable Roll of Honour by
entering your Film Society/Community Cinema in this
year’s contest. We know the exciting things you have
been doing over the past year; there are eleven
categories from which to choose one or more. So, just
fill in the straight-forward application form and send it
oﬀ to awards@cinemaforallorg.uk by 14 August. For full
details of how to reply go to http://cinemaforall.org.uk/
8408-2/.
Don’t forget that you can also recruit your audience to
apply for the Filmbankmedia Audience Award, as well
as sending in your nomination for the Film of the Year!

OBITUARIES
Sir Roger Moore: James Bond, Simon Templar and the
author of two entertaining memoirs My Word is My
Bond and Last Man Standing.
Skip Homeier (86): weaselly character actor who shot
Gregory Peck in The Gunfighter.
Adam West (88): Batman on TV and Roger Smith (84):
star of 77 Sunset Strip.
John G. Alvidsen: director of the hugely successful
Rocky.
Loren James (85): stuntman and one of the
commentary team on the DVD of How the West Was
Won.
Elsa Martinelli (82): who fell in love with a baby
elephant in Hatari!.
Barry Norman (83): the doyen of British film critics.

THANK YOU for all your contributions to this newsletter George A. Romero (77): noted director of horror films
which have resulted in a bumper edition. I am keen that including the seminal Night of the Living Dead.
this newsletter contains features about our members.
Martin Landau (89): an Oscar for Ed Wood and
Please do continue to send in any news of your
prominent on TV (Mission Impossible, Space 1999).
societies for inclusion, including screenings. Please
incude images, if at all possible.
LYME REGIS FILM SOCIETY is sad to report the deaths
of two stalwart committee members. John Warren was
It would also be good to include your Film Reviews.
the publicity oﬃcer for some 25 years before he retired.
Initially, I would be pleased to receive your reviews on
Peter Westoby was the current membership secretary.
new films, say 2017 releases. Kindly write your report in
Both will be greatly missed for their love of film, hard
the following format, to make for easier comparisons:
work and good companionship.
1. Overall, what did you think about this film?
David Johnson
2. Who do you think would like this film?
3. Would you recommend it? Why or why not?
4. How did your audience react to the film?
UPDATE YOUR DIARY NOW!
5. What score would you give it, 1(poor) to 5(excellent).
6. Your name and society. Only the latter will be
CfASW VIEWING SESSION
published.
I expect the next eNewsletter to be available in two
months time, containing information about the next
viewing session and your contributions.
Bernard

SUNDAY 29th OCTOBER 2017
KILMERSDON

(By Kind Invitation of ‘Reel People’)
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