Film South West
The Newsletter of Cinema for All South West - March 2020

Movie Magic this Spring.
Eastern event: Sunday 22 March at BATH. (9 films to be screened)
Location map

Address: Widcombe Social Club, Widcombe Hill, Bath BA2 6AA

Western event: Sunday 29 March at Lostwithiel, CORNWALL. (6 films to be screened.)
Location map
PL22 0HE

Address: Lostwithiel Community Centre, Pleyber Christ Way, Lostwithiel, Cornwall

At both events: Registration and Coffee from 10.00 am. Programme starts at 10.30.

Full details of the events and the films to be shown are on the following pages.
Included are links to video trailers and IMDb & Rotten Tomatoes listings.
BOOK NOW TO GET A DISCOUNT.
Booking forms are attached to the email you have received.
Please complete the appropriate form and send it off in good time.
As usual it is possible to book by post or by email. Payment may be by cheque or bank transfer.
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AND THEN WE DANCED (15)

Georgia, 2019, 1h 53m, subtitles, drama.
Director: Levan Akin.
Cast includes: Levan Gelbakhiani, Bachi Valishvili, Ana Javakishvili.
"There is no sexuality in Georgian
dance!" So barks the stern, macho
dance teacher to Merab (Levan
Gelbakhiani), a teenager determined
to make it as lead dancer in the
National Georgian Ensemble. But the
teacher is wrong; when new dancer
Irakli (Bachi Valishvili) joins the class,
Merab experiences not just
competition, but the stirrings of
forbidden desire as well.
A gripping love story, that captures
the beauty and stifling social values
of Tbilisi alongside energetic
choreography and an extraordinarily
physical lead performance from dancer Levan Gelbakhiani, within a narrative full of moments of grace.
IMDb Listing Rotten Tomatoes Listing Trailer

MEETING GORBACHEV (PG)

USA, 2018, 1h 32m, subtitles, documentary.
Directors: Werner Herzog, Andre Singer.
Cast includes: Yuri Andropov, Mikhail Gorbachev, Leonid Brezhnev.
Werner Herzog & André Singer's riveting
documentary, filled with unforgettable
archive materials and based on three
long interviews, provides incredible
access to, arguably, the world's greatest
living politician. Now 87 and battling
illness, the visionary Mikhail Gorbachev,
former General Secretary of the U.S.S.R,
has mellowed and slowed down. Still,
gently but resolutely, he is pushing
towards his goals. Herzog, as on-screen
interviewer, does not disguise his
affection, celebrating Gorbachev's three
remarkable
accomplishments:
negotiations with the U.S. to reduce
nuclear weapons; cessation of Soviet
control of Eastern Europe & the
reunification of Germany; and the
dissolution of the Soviet Union & Eastern
Bloc. All of this in six years! One German diplomat sums up Gorbachev's approach: "The process went
so quickly that... opponents were overcome by the reality of the situation." Herzog & Singer remind
us of the drastic & unforeseeable way the world changes.
IMDb Listing

Rotten Tomatoes Listing
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ROCKS (12A)

UK, 2019, 1h 33m, drama.
Director: Sarah Gavron.
Cast includes: Bukky Bakray, Kosar Ali, D'angelou Osei Kissiedu.
Right from the off, Sarah Gavron’s film
captures the chaotic joy of teenage life.
Rocks is a heart-breaking tale of the dangers
of losing innocent youth to the oppressive
systems of the real adult world, but remains
a visceral, and ultimately optimistic, display
of teenage relationships. It is a tremendous
new film that promotes a unique female
vision of modern Britain.
When Rocks’ mother unexpectedly leaves
home, the young teenager finds herself
having to provide for both her and her
younger brother. As she keeps her troubles
to herself, rifts begin to form between Rocks
and her close friends, which are only
worsened by the arrival of Roshé, a rather troublesome new girl, at the school. Between dodging social
workers and getting more withdrawn from her friends, Rocks finds herself isolated, and her natural
teenage immaturity is exposed. This is a film about the resilience and spirit of girlhood.
IMDb Listing

Rotten Tomatoes Listing

Trailer

JUDY AND PUNCH (15)

Australia, 2019, 1h 45 m, comedy, drama.
Director: Mirrah Foulkes.
Cast includes: Mia Wasikowska, Damon Herriman, Kiruna Stamell.
In the anarchic town of Seaside (nowhere near the sea and
a mish-mash of Shakespeare & Dickens inhabited by grubby
urchins, ruffians and potato sellers), Judy & Punch are
trying to resurrect their knockabout puppet show.
Mr Punch (superbly played with sweaty charm and barely
concealed menace by Damon Herriman) is the greatest
puppeteer of his generation. Or, so he likes to think.
Actually, it’s his wife Judy (Mia Wasikowska, reliably
excellent) who is the real-deal talent. Forget the nagging
shrew of tradition, Judy is super-capable, managing the
business, looking after the baby and trying to keep her
husband off booze.
When Punch accidentally kills their baby during a drinking
binge, his wife, Judy, having suffered a violent beating,
teams up with a band of outcast heretics to enact revenge
on Punch and the entire town. Here the film turns into a
satisfying revenge tale, with gentler notes of kindness and solidarity to balance the sharpness.
Writer/Director Mirrah Foulkes has turned the traditional story of Punch and Judy on its head and
bought to life a fierce, darkly comic and epic female-driven revenge story. That’s the way to do it!
IMDb Listing Rotten Tomatoes Listing Trailer
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SONS OF DENMARK (15)

2019, Denmark, 2h, subtitles, drama.
Director: Ulaa Salim.
Stars: Zaki Youssef, Mohammed Ismail Mohammed, Imad Abul-Foul.
Denmark 2025. One year after a major bomb
attack in Copenhagen radicalisation around
the country has intensified and ethnic tensions
are running high. The next parliamentary
election is near, and the extremely nationalist
political leader Martin Nordahl is set for a
landslide victory. 19-year old Zakaria
(Mohammed Ismail Mohammed) gets involved
in a radical organisation, where he forms a
bond with Ali (Zaki Youssef). The two men
cannot agree with the current state of the
country, which is turning on its own citizens
because of their migration background, and
decide to act. However, they are both just
tools in the hands of people with power. As
the men try to make their mark, their
brotherhood will be tested and their actions
will have grave consequences on their lives.
Danish film-maker Ulaa Salim’s provocative debut tackles the rise of the far right with more righteous
passion than many similar films. Beginning with the swift radicalisation of Zakaria, Salim emphasises
the tender age of the so-called “terrorists” - babyfaced Zakaria’s mum still makes him a packed lunch.
The film then shifts its focus to Ali, tasked with exposing the white supremacist hate group Sons of
Denmark.
IMDb Listing Rotten Tomatoes Listing Trailer

SYSTEM CRASHER (12A)

2019, Germany, 1h 58m, subtitles, drama.
Director: Nora Fingscheidt.
Stars: Helena Zengel, Albrecht Schuch, Gabriela Maria Schmeide.
Controversial from the moment
it premiered at this year’s Berlin
Film Festival, System Crasher
portrays the life of a chaotic
young girl.
Wild and troubled, 9-year-old
Benni keeps getting expelled
from one foster home after
another
due
to
her
uncontrollable aggression. Too
young to be held in treatment
programmes and too violent to
stay in group homes, she is a
‘system crasher’ – the unofficial,
controversial name given to
children who slip through the cracks of the German Child Protective Services. But all is not lost, and
thanks to a caring child care worker, a seed of hope appears as Benni is given an anger management
trainer to escort her to school and help during the days.
Pat Kelman of 606 Distribution will introduce the Lostwithiel screening of System Crasher.
IMDb Listing

Rotten Tomatoes Listing
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TEHRAN: CITY OF LOVE (12A)

2018, Iran/UK/Netherlands, 1h 42m, subtitles, comedy/drama.
Director: Ali Jaberansari.
Stars: Forough Ghajabagli, Mehdi Saki, Amir Hessam Bakhtiari.
A bittersweet tale about searching
for
romantic
fulfilment
in
contemporary Tehran cuts between
three disillusioned middle-aged
individuals: an overweight salon
receptionist who catfishes male
customers, a poker-faced former
bodybuilding champion and a glum
funeral singer who's broken up with
his fiancée. Unfolding in a milieu of
private gyms, designer cafés and
cosmetic procedures, Tehran: City
Of Love possesses a deadpan
humour, while the precisely framed
static compositions convey how
stifled its characters feel within their
lonely lives.

IMDb Listing Rotten Tomatoes Listing Trailer

THE PUBLIC (15)

2018, USA, 2h 2m, drama
Director: Emilio Estevez.
Stars: Alec Baldwin, Taylor Schilling, Emilio Estevez.
In Emilio Estevez’s scrappy feelgood drama The Public, the head
librarian of the Cincinnati Public
Library becomes an accidental
hero when temperatures plunge
below freezing and he sides with
dozens of homeless men who
decide to occupy the library.
Though it’s a far cry from the
sophisticated filmmaking of
Frederick Wiseman’s notable
2017 documentary Ex Libris: The
New York Public Library, Estevez’s
The Public is a close relative at
least in spirit: Both films suggest
that a free public library is the
last bastion of a democratic society. It becomes the emblematic setting for a stand-off between
America’s poor and dispossessed on one hand, and an evil mix of the police, an ambitious public
prosecutor and the ever-avid media on the other. Its strong conviction should click with like-minded
audiences in these times of polarized politics.
IMDb Listing Rotten Tomatoes Listing Trailer
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PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE (15)

2019, France, 1h 59m, subtitles, drama/romance.
Director: Céline Sciamma.
Cast includes: Noémie Merlant, Adèle Haenel, Luàna Bajrami.
France, 1760. Marianne is
commissioned to paint the wedding
portrait of Héloïse, a young woman
who has just left the convent.
Because she is a reluctant bride-tobe, Marianne arrives under the
guise of companionship, observing
Héloïse by day and secretly painting
her by firelight at night. As the two
women orbit one another, intimacy
and attraction grow as they share
Héloïse's first moments of freedom.
Héloïse's portrait soon becomes a
collaborative act of and testament
to their love.

IMDb listing

Rotten Tomatoes listing

Trailer

PHOTOGRAPH (15)

2019, India, 1h 50m, subtitles, drama/romance.
Director: Ritesh Batra.
Stars: Nawazuddin Siddiqui, Sanya Malhotra, Sachin Khedekar.
Rafi,
a
struggling
street
photographer in Mumbai, is being
pressured to marry by his
grandmother. When his grand
mother comes to stay, he convinces
a shy stranger to pose as his
girlfriend and the pair develop a
connection that transforms them in
ways they could not expect.
However his grandmother ups the
anti by threatening to stop eating
until he gets married. From the
Director of The Lunchbox.

IMDb listing

Rotten Tomatoes listing
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ROJO (15)

2018, Argentina, 1h 50m, subtitles, drama/mystery/thriller.
Director: Benjamín Naishtat.
Stars: Darío Grandinetti, Andrea Frigerio, Alfredo Castro.
In an unassuming start to this biting,
disturbing, darkly amusing satire, a
succession of people calmly exit a
home carrying household items. A
removal team? Possibly, but where
are the householders? Set in
Argentina in the period leading up
to the 1976 coup, the central
character of Benjamin Naishtat’s
third feature is outwardlyrespectable lawyer Claudio (Darío
Grandinetti) whom, it transpires, is
no better nor worse than any other
member of the bourgeoisie who
politely disregard, while freely
making the most of, the seething
corruption rife in this provincial
town - and in mid-‘70s Argentinian life in general. Claudio’s veneer of decency is peeled back upon
the arrival in town of Sinlair (Diego Cremonesi), a Columbo-like private investigator who poses some
awkward questions about the recent ‘disappearance’ of one of the lawyer’s relatives. With ‘70s stylings
a-plenty, some telling symbolism and terrific set-pieces, this merciless dissection of the socio-political
mind-set that prompted Argentina's 1976 coup is a real treat. “The ensemble excels, but it's Naishtat's
script and direction that most chillingly convey the ease with which normality can turn to nightmare”
– Radio Times.

IMDb listing

Rotten Tomatoes listing
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Everything you need to know about
the Bath Viewing Session
Date: Sunday 22 March 2020
Location: Widcombe Social Club, Widcombe Hill, BATH BA2 6AA
Map: Location map
Parking: Limited free on-street parking. The Park & Ride works well.
Cost: CfA Members/Associates: £20, CfA Affiliates: £22 and Full Time Students: £18.
£2 per person DISCOUNT FOR ALL BOOKINGS MADE BEFORE MIDNIGHT 15 MARCH
Programme starts at 10.00am with Registration and Coffee.
Nine films to be shown:
PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE

SONS OF DENMARK

JUDY & PUNCH (tbc)

AND THEN WE DANCED

SYSTEM CRASHER

THE PUBLIC (tbc)

MEETING GORBACHEV

ROCKS

PHOTOGRAPH (tbc)

TEHRAN CITY OF LOVE

ROJO (tbc)

Plus:

DVD / Blu-Ray Bring & buy stall. Please be sure to bring some discs along!
Networking opportunities.

This programme may be subject to change but details are correct as we go to press.
Lunch choices: Vegetarian, Vegan or Omnivore.
Booking is open NOW. There is a DISCOUNT of £2 per person for all bookings made
before midnight Sunday 15�� March.
A booking form has been sent out with this issue of Film South West.
Completed booking forms should be sent to Andy Hastie either by post or email (details
are on the booking form).
Payment may be made by cheque or, preferably, by bank transfer. Receipts on request.
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Everything you need to know about
the Lostwithiel Viewing Session
Date: Sunday 29 March 2020
Location: Lostwithiel Community Centre, Pleyber Christ Way, Lostwithiel, Cornwall PL22
0HE
Map: Location map
Parking: There is free parking in the car park next to the community centre.
Cost: CfA Members/Associates & C Fylm Associates: £18, CfA Affiliates: £20. Full Time
Students: £16.
£2 per person DISCOUNT FOR ALL BOOKINGS MADE BEFORE MIDNIGHT 22 MARCH
Programme starts at 10.00am with Registration and Coffee.
Six films to be shown:
PORTRAIT OF A LADY ON FIRE

SYSTEM CRASHER

AND THEN WE DANCED

ROCKS

THE PUBLIC (tbc)

MEETING GORBACHEV

PHOTOGRAPH (tbc)
Plus:

DVD / Blu-Ray Bring & buy stall. Please be sure to bring some discs along!
Networking opportunities.

This programme may be subject to change but details are correct as we go to press.
Meal choices: Vegetarian, Vegan or Omnivore.
There is a DISCOUNT of £2 per person for all bookings made before midnight Sunday 22ⁿ�
March.
A copy of the booking form is attached to the email you have received.
Completed booking forms should be sent to Claire Marshall either by post or email
(details are on the booking form).
Payment may be made by cheque or, preferably, by bank transfer. Receipts on request.
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PLEASE - DON’T BE A
*****BLANK*****!!!
Tips to ensure that your Viewing Session applications get us!
Sending in your application forms by email is cheap, speedy and helps save the planet, but please follow
these tips to ensure that you aren't one of people who email us blank forms!

● DOWNLOAD a copy of the application form and SAVE IT.
● OPEN the SAVED COPY and FILL IT IN.
● SAVE the completed form
● Email the SAVED completed form

The Ones that Didn't Make it.
Choosing a programme of films for Viewing Sessions is never easy, weighing the availability of films
against the need to create a balanced selection of varying genres. Inevitably some titles, simply haven't
been released by the distributors and so aren't yet available to screen. This Spring the titles that
escaped us include: Parasite, The Lighthouse, Harriet, La Belle Epoque and Little Women.

FILM SOUTH WEST is the Newsletter of Cinema for All South West
For the latest news visit cinemaforallsw.org

Cinema For All Registered Office: Unit 411, The Workstation, 15 Paternoster Row Sheffield S1 2BX
Working in partnership with the BFI Film Audience Network
Cinema For All is a trading name of the British Federation of Film Societies (BFFS) Company Ltd by Guarantee.
Company No. 1391200 England & Wales. Registered Charity 276633
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