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RALPH’S REVIEW – HEIST MOVIES FOR ALL? 

It began with noticing rather more heist movies on TV than usual.   Soon afterwards Mark Kermode 
included an examination of Heist movies as a genre on SECRETS OF CINEMA.  No surprise therefore that 
heist movies are among the most anticipated films of the autumn. 

Two examples can be checked out at the London Film Festival in October.  
First is MUSEO starring Gael Garcia Bernal and directed by Alonzo 

Ruizpalacios (GUEROS). Based on real events, the film follows a small group 
of students as they plan and carry out the robbery of valuable Mayan and 
Aztec works from Mexico City’s National Museum of Anthropology  — but fail 
to find a willing buyer.  It can be compared with AMERICAN ANIMALS, also 
an LFF choice and a Sight and Sound Film of the Month for October.  Students 
(again! ) are at the centre of a true life narrative (also again) involving the 
theft of irreplaceable rare books from their university’s special collection, 
notably Audubon’s magnificent ‘Birds of America’.  Of particular interest here 
is the film’s technique which combines documentary and docudrama.  

Also showing at the LFF is Robert Redford’s last screen appearance, THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN based 
on a New Yorker article of 2003.  It’s the true story of Forrest Tucker, a career criminal who continues to 
carry out successful heists well into his 70s.  The star-studded cast includes Sissy Spacek, Casey Affleck, 
Danny Glover and  - no stranger to the movies - the legend that is Tom Waits. The men are members of 
Tucker’s gang, a less larky bunch of geriatric criminals than the Hatton Garden mob in the third cinematic 
version of that heist, KING OF THIEVES.  An equally impressive parade of actors led by Michael Caine play 
the old codgers whose combined ages (over 400) are no handicap to a burglary that yields 14 million 
pounds.  Redtop publicity has already engendered controversy which is unlikely to damage box office 
returns. 

BLACKkKLANSMAN and THE CHILDREN ACT have already found an 
audience.  Predictably —following the reviews — COLD WAR has already 
taken £750,000 at the box office in its first three weeks since release. 

Of equal interest is LEAVE NO TRACE.  As Charles Gant points out in his 
excellent S & S column “The Numbers“  it has grossed almost £400,000 in 
eight weeks .  Its director Debora Granik (WINTER’S BONE -2010) spent a 
student year in Edinburgh and cites as her influences Alan Clarke and the 
‘kitchen sink’ tradition.  SW Group members might note a comment from 
Mark Cosgrove at the Watershed: “It’s a Bristol film -  it’s depicting 
characters that are anti-establishment … outside the system.” 

And I never got around to Steve McQueen’s heist movie WIDOWS - which 
raises the profile even further as the choice for the LFF Opening Night Gala! 
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